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TO THE. 
Right Venerable and truly Honurable 


Lapy TIME. 


Map AM, 


E Eagerneſs of my Wiſhes 
N is at laſt gratified, and I 
have the Honour to addreſs 
you in this public Manner. I don't 
come with the delicate Hand of a 
Dedicator, to conſtrue Defects into 
Excellencies, and natural Imperfec- 
tions into acquired Qualifications. 
No, Madam: As your Favours are 
| beſtow'd without Diſtinction upon 

all the Sons of Adam, every honeſt. 

Man muſt think it his Duty to uſe 

you tenderly, and vindicate, at all 
Times and in all Places, your Re- 
putation from the ſcandalous Impu- 
tations and odious Epithets, thrown 
out againſt you by ſome Writers, 
Theſe Gentlemen imagine, that they 
brand _ with Infamy when they 


A 2 beſtow 


| Want of Ingenuity than Diſcern- 
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beſtow upon you the Appellations 
of Midwite, Greedy-gut, &c. but 
| theſe Things don't argue leſs the 


ment on their Part: I will maintain, 
againſt all the World, that ſuch | 
Titles and Profeſſions are truly ho- | 
nourable, reputable, and uſeful, when 
applied to you. Without your La- 
dyſhip's delivering Hand we ſhould 
have wanted Homer, Milton, and 
Tom Thumb ; and the greateſt Un- 
dertakings have been defeated for 
Want of your Aſſiſtance: I am told 
that an Epic Poem, on the cele- 
brated Hiſtory of Tobit and his Dog 
lately proved an Abortion for Want 

of your Preſence; nay, Mankind in 
general are fo well convinced of 
your Abilities in this Buſineſs, that 
nothing is commoner than to ſay, 
Time will bring all Things to bear. 
Our Doubts are all reſolved, and 
dur Expectations and Grumbling ſa- 


tisfied when an old She-Philofopher 


comforts 


. 
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comforts us with, There are great 
Things in the I. an of Time, There 


is a Time for all Things, Your Time 
is not yet come. A modern General, 


in a Reign not long ſince, would 


not have been able to have done as 


much in twelve Years as his Neigh- 


bour did in three, if your Influence 
was abſent, When any great At- 
chievement is perform'd with Dili- 
gence and Expedition, the higheſt 


Compliment we can make the Au- 


_ thor is to ſay, He made good Uſe of 


his Time. I could ſay much more 


on your Merits in this Capacity, but 


ſhall ſtop here, and proceed to de- 
fend you againſt the Charge of 
Greedy-Gut. 

"Tis certain that ſome Gentlemen 
(perhaps molt of the ſcribbling Pro- 
feſſion) have much to complain of 
you on this Score; they charge you 


with devouring their Works in a 


Week, be the Impreſſion as large as 


"at will and I know a Gentleman, 


whole 
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whoſe vaſt Genius conceived a Poeni 
which reached as far as the Reſur- 


rection, that now acknowledges you 


would not ſuffer it to out- live a Win- 


ter's Day: But I will anſwer for it, 


that, when the Queſtion is fairly 
examined, the Tables will change, 
and the Crimes objected to you will 


come to their own Doors. Every 


one knows that you have a Lock I 
before, which any lazy Fellow may 
hold faſt until his Buſineſs is done, 


"Tis true you wait for no Man; but 


then I know no other Buſineſs we 


have but to wait for you : He lies 


in his Heart who pretends he had 
not, nor could not meet with you; 
Every Man is conſcious of your Pre- 
ſence in ſome Shape or another, from 
the firſt Moment he is able to think 


till that Faculty leaves him entirely; 
but a bad Excuſe is better than none 


at all, and theſe poor Devils might 


hang themſclves if they had not you 
to fling the Blame on; who, they 
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are certain, will never take Pains ta 
oive them the Lie, tho' their Pera 
| formance will. My Grandmother, 
with Sentiments very different from 
thoſe, ſincerely begs your Protce- 
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„ tion, not that ſhe dare hope to live 

y in your Affections, like the im- 
C4 mortal Rapin, Oldmixon, or Cart ; 
the higheſt her Vanity aſpires to in 


to requeſt, that you will ſuffer her 
Ito live fo long as to provide a few 
Neceſſaries from the Sale of her Me- 
moirs. She is the more inclined to 
hope for your Ladyſhip's Indulgence 
in this Particular, from the remark- 
able Inſtances of your Favour lately 
ſhewn to two fuperannuated Ladies, 
whoſe Caſes, I think, without any 
Vanity or Partiality. to my own Fa- 
mily, are not half fo affecting as 
this: They were active in Purſuit of 
Misfortunes, and the very Inftru- 
ments of their own Diſtreſs; but my 
Grandmother is univerſally acknow- 
[edge d to be a R well-diſpos'd 


Creature, 
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labours under at preſent, every one 


vine an Indulgence, 
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Creature, and whatever Miſeries ſhe | 


knows, ariſe from the Pride, Folly, | 
or Corruption of her own Children, | 
or a Set of Agents with whom the | 
has been curſed for almoſt a Cen- 
ry. | | | | : 
I fear, Madam, that you now be- 
gin to think that I am a Monopoliſt, 
and that I deſign to engage all your | 
Attention; but you muſt be ſenſi- 
ble, that every Man who knows the 
invaluable Bleſſings of your Pre- 
ſence, can never be weary of ſo di- 


Fam, Map a My 
With unfeign'd — ratitude, 
Your Ladyſhip's, 
Moft obedient 


— 


\ I +354 5 . - 
Humble Servant, 
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The MEMOIRS of an un- 
hafpy Att nd 


JHE World will no bt ex- 
"BE pet that 1 give the Reaſons 
8 8 which induced me to write the 


Lives of my Grandmother and 


„ 


her two Siſters. Without fur- 


ther Preamble or Apology T muſt confeſs, 


that to gratify my own Vanity was the 
ſole Motive; for our Family have made 
no inconſiderable Figure in Europe theſe 
laſt 1700 Years: I might indeed, as well 
as ſome of my Neighbours, lay Claim to 


great Antiquity, and trace their Hiſtory 


to Noah or Adam, perhaps with ſome Pro- 
bability, tho' no great hiſtorical Certainty ; 


but, as | am no Welchman, I muſt leave 


this Task to ſomebody elſe, and freely ac- 
knowledge, that my Family ſprang from 
nothing. What Education my Grandmo- 
ther had in her Infancy is uncertain; but 
I believe it was coarſe enough, for I am 
credibly informed, that, till within theſe 
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Seven or Eight Hundred Vears, tho he 
kept a great deal of good Company, ſhe 


| knew not how to make a Courteſy, till a 


French Son of a Whore came over, and 
taught her a great many Monkey-Tricks. 
Before his coming ſhe had ſeveral Huſ- 
bands: Some behaved very well, by whom 
ſhe had a numerous Offspring ; others, who 
were for the moſt Part a Pack of plain 


North- country Fellows, uſed her ſavagely 


enough ; and, as it appears by ſome Me- 


morandums i in her own Pocket-Book, there 


was old ſcratching and fighting in the Fa- 
mily. After the Frenchman had cut the 
Throat of the laſt, and my Grandmother, 
to her Shame, had received the Murderer 


to her Bcd, he turn'd over a new Leaf in 
her Family : He taught her Children to 


keep good Hours, to go to Bed at Eight 
every Night; and exerciſed the Stepfather 


with * Rigour, Kicking and boxing 


her Children, turning them out of Doors; 


and, to finiſh all, terrified them with the 


Publication of a Book, under the dreadful 
Name of Doomſday. 5 
This Conduct ſo afflicted my poor 


| Grandmother, that ſhe went all in 1. 44h 


to ſupplicate this mercileſs Son of a Bitch 
to have ſome Compaſſion on her poor Chil- 
dren ; but, whether my Grandmother was 


| beginning to grow old, or the Tyrant was 


inſenſible to any thing but the Gratifica- 
II. tion 
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tion of his own cruel Diſpoſition, ſhe 
quickly found ſhe had no Influence, for, 
inſtcad of ſoftening her Affliction with ten- 
der and endearing Words, he broke out, 
as was his Cuſtom, into execrable Blaſ- 
phemies, ſwearing he would teach both 
her and them better Manners. I know, 


'2 ſays he, Madam, the infamous Life which 


you yourſelf led: Before my coming this 


Place was no better than a Bawdy-houſe; 
and you, I am told, at one Time publicly 


enrertain'd ſeven Husbands, (beſides Gal- 


. lants) who were all Foreigners. What 
= Reſpect then, Madam, can I, or any Man 


| g elſe, preſerve for ſuch a gallimaufry ſpu- | 
rious Brood? If you have a Mind to live 


happily with me, you muſt learn to be in- 
duſtrious yourſelf, and teach theſe Huſſies, 
your Daughters, to make Butter and 
Cheeſe, and to ſpin: This is your Pro- 
Vince, and for the future take Notice, that 
you muſt meddle with nothing without, 
Doors. My Grandmother, who was but 
little us'd to ſuch Kind of Treatment, cried 
bitterly, and reported the Matter to her 
Sons, with many aggravating Circum- 


1 ſtances ; but the cunning Frenchman was 


aware of the Conſequences, and had before- 
hand order'd his Footmen to ſteal, or take 
by Force, their Pot-guns and Croſs-bows, 


8 on Pretenice of their doing Miſchief in the 
Neighbourhood at Night, by | Eis Poul- | 
| B 2 


try 


fully, t 
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try and breaking Windows. The Sparks 
finding themſelves unable to do any Nie | 


by Reſentment, ſat down patiently, and 
their Stepfather domineer'd ſo unmerci- 
that, after that Time, hardly one 
durſt ſay, f his Life was his own. 

The next Step was to enereaſe the Nats. 
ber of his Followers to Fifty or Sixty 
Thouſand, which he ſound himſelf obliged 
to do, to keep his Family in Order, as 
they were grown turbulent: This fo diſpi- 
rited all my Couſins, that, making a Virtue 
of their Neceſſity, they began to conform, 
in the beſt Manner they could, to the Will 
of their new Father. This Condeſcention 
of theirs conſpired to encourage the French- 
man, with the Hopes of bringing about 
one of the moſt wicked Schemes that ever 
was contrived in the Heart of Man; which 
was to obtain a Promiſe from all my Cou- 
fins, that my Grandmother ſhould, after 
his Diſceaſe, in Caſe ſhe ſurvived him, du- 
ring the reſt of her Life, always marry in 
his Tribe; with this unnatural and inceſ- 
tuous Clauſe, that Preference ſhould be 

always had to the eldeſt Son, whether ſhe | 
or her Children liked him or not. My 
wretched Kinſmen complied with this 
wicked Scheme, whether through Igno- 
rance or Cowardice I know not; and the 
imperious Frenchman ſaw himſelf and his 
| Voſterity the recognized Sovereigns of all | 
that | 


3 ä 8 

ks that our unhappy Family had been con- 
1g tending for thro' ſo many Centuries, viz, 
1d the Power of chooſing for themſelves. Soon 
i= after this my Gentleman takes it in his 
ne Head to go over the Water, and recreate 
VF himſelf in a large Cyder-Garden of his, 
n- XX where he and ſome of his Companions 
ty meeting, and drinking an hearty Glaſs by 
ed way of congratulating him on his Succeſs, 
as he and the Company growing a little 
i- warm, to finiſh their Rejoicings it was 
ue propoſed to make ſome large Bonfires, by 
n, way of Eclat as they call it, in the Neigh- 
il! bourhood: But fo avaritious was this 
on damn'd Fellow, that neither he himſelf 
h. did, nor would he ſuffer any of his Com- 
ut panions to, contribute one Farthing- Candle 
er towards purchaſing the Materials. Here 
is my Neighbour Ragout, quoth he, who 
u- has a Parcel of old Houſes in our Neigh- 
en bourhood, let us ſet them a-fire; perhaps 
u- be may never hear of it, and if he does, 
in | by St. Luke's Face I don't care a Straw, 
CA for IJ have an old Grudge to that Fellow. 
be However my Grandpapa had like to have 
he paid for his frugal Scheme, and Ragolilt 
| was vcry near drubbing him heartily; be- 
ſides he was now grown as fat as an Alder- 
man, for I am told, that nobody kept a 
better Houſe than my Grandmother, par- 
ticularly for Beef, Pudding, Cuſtards, Tur- 
kies, and ſuch like, on which he fed 
heartily. 
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heartily, The old Gentleman over-heated 
himſelf, contracted a Fever, and died, be- 
queathing my Grandmother to a cunning 


Ted-headed Brat, his Son, who, I think, 


was remarkable for little elſe but that he 
was a moſt dextrous Pick pocket, and 


e left my Couſins one Penny; beſides 
c 


he built a great School for the Practitioners 
of that laudable Profeſſion,» which is ſtill 


extant among us; where chat H peful Bu- 


ſineſs is carried 95 with different Methods, 


great Aſſiduity, and Succeſs, to this very 


Day. 
About this Time my Grandmother be- 
gan to look with an evil Eye upon the Poſ- 


ſeſſions of her ſecond Siſter in the North, 


which (God knows) were louſy and beg- 


garly enough: She perſuaded her Husband 


to pick a Quarrel with her Brother and 


Sifter, unleſs they would acknowledge her 
and her Husband to be their Landlords, 


My Aunt, who was a proud ſtomachful 


Baggage, look'd upon this as a great In- 
dignity; upon Which to it they fell. In 
the ſecond Year after the Brangle, both my 
Uncle and his Son were killed. I don't 
much wonder, while my Grandmother en- 


tertain'd ſeven or eight of the North-Coun- 


try Fellows at a Time, ſhe was aſham'd to 
look her own legitimate Offspring in the 


Face, and therefore conſented to their be- 


ing font out to feed Goats in the Hills: But 


now, 
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now, without any Reluctance, ſhe ſaw this 


new Spouſe make a Journey to rob theſe. 


Poor People of a few Goat Skins and old 
EZ Cheeſe: He did not long ſurvive theſe 
& Pranks, for a near-fighted Forreſter, miſ- 


taking him for a red Deer, thruſt him up 
inſtead of a Stag. And here I muſt take 
Notice, that, tho' my Grandfather had in 
the Marriage Article inſerted that Clauſe 
with Reſpect of the eldeſt Son's Preference, 
which he then pretended was juſt and na- 
tural, he was the firſt that infringed it, by 

emiſing my Grandmother to the ſecond 
Son; from which we may conclude, that 


1 he looked upon every thing convenient as 


| juſt, which ſome of his Succeſſors have 
happily imitated. 

The third Husband of this goodly Tribe 
was a cunning Blade, who had ſo recom- 
mended himſelf to my Couſins by an af- 
tected Generoſity, that, in Contempt of his 
Father's Will, in the Abſence of His elder 
Brother, they prevailed on their Mother 
to make Choice of him, the better to eſ- 
tabliſh his new Marriage; and to prevent 
his elder Brother's claiming a Divorce, he 
convened all his upper Servants and Chap. 
lains, and told them, that, for the future, 
they muſt look on the reſt of my Grand- 
mother's Children as Members of the fame 
Family, and that they ſhould be admitted 
into all their Debates and Secrets; then call- 
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ing for one or two of the wealthieſt of my 
Couſins, out of each Pariſh, he told them | 
what he had done for them ; beſides he 
acknowledg'd what a Pickpocket his Fa- 
ther was, that he was ſenſible how uneaſy 


| : they were, becauſe they had not a finger- 


ing as well as other Folks; but he would 
teach them all his Father's Arts, and ena- 
ble them, if they kept fair with his upper 
Servants, not only to pick the Pockets of 


all their Neighbours, but even their own; | 


beſides I will beſtow on you a ſmall Por- 
tion of the Powder of Whee-ge, by whoſe | 
Virtue, and the Repetition of one Mo- 
noſyllable only, Things ſhall miraculouſly ' 
change their Nature: Virtue ſhall become | 
Vice, and Vice Virtue: The very Laws 


of Property ſhall become ſubſervient to 


this powerful Charm. It will be ima- 
gined, that he granted ſuch Privileges to 
the Farmers out of a Principle of Aﬀec- 
tion; the Devil ſuch a Thought ever en- 
ter'd his Head. His upper Servants and 
Chaplains particularly were grown to ſuch 
an Height of Wantonneſs, having lately 
changed their Ragouts and Soup Meagres 
for Roaſt Beef and Plumb Pudding, that 
they could be prevailed on to do but juſt 
what they pleas'd. But this Scheme was 
never the Projection of his own wiſe Head, 
for ſomebody had told him, or he had read 
it ina Book, that my Grandmother's Huſ- 

=» 1 | bands 


their Neighbours. 
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bands, in her younger Days, had practiſed 


this Device with great Succeſs: But I am 
inclined to think, that his Succeſſors have 


3 | heartily curſed bim for reviving a Privi- 
lege, ſo detrimental to the Authority of 
an Husband. Notwithſtanding all theſe 


Precautions, his Brother inſtituted a Suit 


againſt him in a Court of Arms, but ſuf- 
fer'd himſelf to be non-ſuited before it 


came to an Iſſue. 


Whether this Man diſcover'd any thing 
of a 83 * in my Grandmother's Conſti- 
tution, I know not, but, in his Life Time, 


he frequently talked as if he would have 
her betrothed to his Daughter ; and, when 


dying, he actually bequeathed her to this 


Woman, who was provided for alrcady, 


the Lord knows where. His Nephew, a 


_ cunning artful Dog, repreſented, in a fall 


Aſſembly of the upper Servants, Chap- 
lains, and Farmers, how diſreputable = 
abſurd it would appear, to make a Woman 
Goodman of the Houſe (as he call'd it); 
and that they ſhould be laugh'd at by all 
I believe the Appre- 


henſion of the Affront more than the Juſ- 
tice of the Aſſertion, together with the 
large Promiſes he made to every Rank, pre- 
vailed, and he accordingly aſcended the 
Marciage-Bed ; but God knows, he found 
it a very thorny one, for his upper Ser- 
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vants, taking Ad vantage of his former 
Promiſes, began to ſet up for themſelves, 
and to live Gentlemen. I hey built fine 
Houſes, and at laſt had the Inſolence to 
deny paying my Grandfather his Rents. 
While he ſent his Bailiffs among them to 
diſtrain, my Aunt in the North, mindful 
of former Injuries, ſtirr'd up her Sons to 


break into our Grounds, and ſteal or carry 
away by Force, whatever they lay'd their 
Hands on. But my Couſins, having no | 
great Affection to ſuch Company, aſſem- 
bling themſelves together, ſoon gave the 
Gentry Reaſon to repent of their Expedi- 
tion. Theſe were not all the Troubles 


this poor Devil had to contend with, nr 
much about this Time, the Lady, 
whom my Grandmother was to have bil 
eſpouſed, began to fcold dreadfully, and 
made ſuch a curſed Dinn, that ſhe brought 
half the Country about her, moſt of whom 
ſhe won to her Intereſt by Prayers, Tears, 
or Entreaties; by whote Afliſtance ſhe 
ſoon found Means to nab poor Grand papa: 


However, Proſperity ſoon made Madam 


forgetful of herſelf, which fo exaſperated 


the People, that, joining with her Ene- 
mies, they releaſed their captive Maſter, | 
and almoſt reduced her to his former Con- 


dition: Her Spirits were fo broken by 


| this, that, — the reſt of his Life, ſhe 
- | thought | 


of Fear than Love. 


„ 
thought no more of forcing his Wiſe from 
him. 

Soon after, to cut off all Cauſe of Diſ- 
pute, he ſettled the Reverſion of my 
Grandmother and Eſtate upon the Son of 
this female Rival, and did not ſurvive it 
long. On his Death, the young Gentleman 
accordingly ſucceeded, and my Grandmo- 
ther felt the Sweets of Quiet at Home, 
which ſhe had not done for many Years. 
The only Interruption he met with was 
from his firſt Chaplain, for the firſt Nine- 
teen Years, who was grown fo damned 
ſaucy, that he imagined he was inveſted 
with a Power diſtin& from his Maſter, and, 
for this Reaſon, would do but what he 


pleas'd. My Grandfather, at firſt, carried 
the Matter high, and ſwore he would turn 


the old Raſcal out of Doors; but the 
crafty Chaplain, who knew his weak Side, 
and that he was afraid of the Devil, threat- 
en'd he would be amply revenged on him, 
by the Aſſiſtance of a Friend of his, who 
was an Italian Conjuror. This Fulmina- 
tion ſo frighten'd the poor Man, that he 
received him into his Protection, more out 
Now, by the Aſſiſ- 
tance of the Farmers, to whom he was 
very acceptable, he curbed the Inſolence 
of his Chaplains and upper Servants, and 
| C 2 obliged 
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obliged them to pay their Rents, and to x 


demoliſh their ſtrong Places. 
Nineteen Years after his Marriage with 
my Grandmother, whether he ſound 9: 
Buſineſs of conducting the Family t 

much, or from what other Motive, I * 
not; dut he, with no leſs Folly than 
Wickedneſs, aſſociates his eldeſt Son Part- 
ner of his Bed, by which Means he brought 
himſelf into an unlucky Scrape. The 
young Gentleman was hot, weak, and am- 
bitious; and, as malevolent Perſons are 


never wanting to enflame the Deſire of 


tach, my Couſin's Family in the North, 
and Monſieur Ragolit fomented the Quar- 
rel, and aſſiſted him in his Attempts againſt 


* Father. 


Ragout, becauſe we held ſome Vine- 
yards and Farms in his Neighbourhood, _ 
for which we paid no Rent, and my Con- 


fins, as well as their Mother, always look'd | 


with an envious Eye on my Grandmother's 
Proſperity. This unnatural Quarrel diſ- 
treſs d my Grandfather a good deal; but 
the Spark ſoon dying, the Parties 'were 
reconciled. My Grandfather had but two: 
Sons left: The Elder who was to be his 
Heir and Succeſſor, was an enterprizing, 


hardy, bold, young Man, who had lately 


got from Ragol a very fine young Hi, 
ly. The young Gentleman was extreme- 
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ly well pleaſed with the Preſent, but his 


Father having ſeen her unluckily, took 
her privately ; and *tis ſaid he kept her 


for his own Uſe. This ſo diſguſted the 


young Man, his Mother, and the reſt of 
the old Gentleman's Friends, that the Son 
took up Arms, and his Wife and Friends 
ſorſook him; Vices like Virtues have their 
Rewards. The old Gentleman ſeeing him- 
ſelf deſerted, ſneaked into an obſcure Cor- 
ner, and died of the Pip, a Diſtemper Pry”. 
incident to the Cholerick. 

One Accident happen'd in the Life of 
this Husband, which tickled my Grand- 
mother's Vanity not a little: Her Siſter's 
Children in the Weſt diſagreeing among one 
another, about the Bounds of their Potatoe- 
Gardens, my Grandmother who wanted 
nothing more than ſuch a Diviſion, was 
aſhamed to meddle publicly in the Squab- 
ble, yet ſhe conſented, that about One 
Thouſand Two Hundred of her Children 
ſhould go over to ſupport the weakeſt 
Party, which ſhe ſaid was done out of 
Compaſſion, and, for her own Part, ſhe 
deſired no Reward; but the Glory of re- 
conciling them; but the Event gives her 
the Lie horridly, for theſe People, tho' they 
did aſſiſt the diſtreſſed Side, yet it was 
manifeſt, that their principal Care was to 


eſtabliſh themſelyes; for the very next 
Year 


1 
+ 
; 


(22) 


Year after, She ſent her Husband over = 


with a vaſt Army, as if it were to take 
Poſſeſſion of an hoſtile Country; which 
ſo terrified theſe poor People, little accuſ- 
tom'd to ſuch formidable Appearances, 


that their Mother and they inconſiderately | 


acknowledged my Grandmother and her 
Spouſe to be their Landlords, and took 
Leaſes accordingly, 

Not long after, my Grandfather finding 
his youngeſt Son would be obliged to begin 


the World, without a Groat in \ his Pocket, 


confers upon him the Lordſhip of thisnew 
Acquilition, by which he was neither one 


Acre or one Penny the richer, but gave him 


a Name; for they became Tenents to my 


| Grandmother and her Spouſe, in no other 
Senſe, thanas the eldeſt and ſtrongeſt Branch 


of the Family, they thould be ackgow- 


ledged Sovereigns, for keeping Peace, a- 
mong my Aunt's Children. | 


The Son who next ſucceeded to my 


Grandmother's Bed, was a Man of great 


Abilities, of Body and of Mind, but ava- 
ricions and proud: The firſt of theſe Diſ- 
politions gave him an horrid Itch for Mo- 


ney ; to gratify which he became as noto- 


rious a Pickpocket as any of his Prede- 


ceffors, and his Pride influenced him to 
ſquander it as idly ; beſides, an odd Mag- 
| ELBOW bit him, and my Gentleman for- 


ſooth 
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oth took in his Head, that he was an 


excellent Surgeon, and that Salladin, Sul- 
tan of the Sarazens, had Occaſion for 
his Preſcriptions. He was greatly encou- 


" raged in this Whim, by a very eminent 
old Italian Doctor, who pretended his Ad- 


vice was infallible; and, as was hinted I 


fore, a moſt able Comuror, This Man i 
ſiſted, that, by the Power of an Almighty 


Spell, he could bring Happineſs or Miſery 
where ever he pleaſed, and at whatſoever 
Diſtance ; that he could undo every hu- 
man Action, that was already done, or 
might hereafter be done, and render it as 
ineffectual, and as meer a Blank, as if it 
had never happened. 

This old Fellow had innumerable Jour- 
neymen, to whom, he aſſerts, he has com- 
municated ſome Share of his Cabaliſtic 
Power. Theſe Men are diſperſed all over 
the World; and, by their Maſter's Autho- 


rity, have the Impudence to aſſume the 


Privilege of medling, without Controul, 
with the ſecret and domeſtick Concerns of 
every Man's Family; and pretend, that, 


by his ſole Power, they can mend the 
Cracks and Flaws, nay the very Holes, in 


Men's Conſciences, and make them as ſound 


as a Bell, with nothing elſe but a Bit of a 


Cake of baked. Meal and Water; which 
they will damn themſelyes to the Pit of 
| Hell, 


F (24) 
| Hell, to prove a Farthing-Candle, or what 
vou will Judge then what an hopeful Way 
my n muſt have been in, when 
their Chaplains, were choſen out of this 
ungracious Tribe. But this old Gentle- i 
man ſometimes gave his Advice inſincerely; 
for he made it a common Practice, to per- 
. ſuade all the Maſters of the great Fami- 
lies in Europe, they were Phyſicians or 
Surgeons ; and encouraged them to travel 
into diſtant-Countries to excerciſe their Ta- 
lents, that he ſhould monopolize the whole 
Buſineſs at Home. Ragoit was ſeized with 3 
the like Phrenzy at the ſame Time, and 
they both ſet out to put their Scheme in 
Execution. On their firſt coming they 
' preſcribed ſeveral ſtrong Doſes to the Sa- 
ragen with ſo much Succeſs, that his Fe- 


ver abated a good deal, but was viſibly 


weakened. Soon after my Grandfather and 
Ragoiit differed about the Manner of ap- 
plying their Medicine, and Ragout went 
Home in Dudgeon : My Grandmother did 
not long ſtay behind him. In his Journey 
Home he was caught ſhort by an Auſtrian 
for treſſpaſſing on his Ground, through Re- 
venge for having pulled down ſome Rags 
of his, that were hung up to frighten the 
| Crows.; where he might have ſtay'd till he 
had rotted, if my Couſins had not made 
a voluntary Subſeription to pay the poor 

8 Devil's 
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Devil's fees. During his Abſence my 


Grandmother was obliged to receive the 
odious Addreſſes of ſeveral fine Gentle- 
men, but her Husband's own Brother la- 
boured moſt importunately to alienate her 
Affections from him: But, Thanks to the 
unſhaken Fidelity of my Couſins, her 
Conſtancy for this Time was irreproachable. 
Ragoit too could not forbear nibling ; but 
on his Return, they all changed their 
Tunes : He quickly brought his Brother 
on his Marrow-bones ; and Ragout being 
well threſhed, was taught to ſtay at 
Home. 

Not long after the all-greedy Spirit 4 
my Grandfather began to ſhew itſelf : 


An honeſt Gentleman found ſome Friar's - 


Hoard, which he was fatisfied to divide 
with him. Not contented with this, he 
ſwore bloodily he would have the whole, 


which the other refuſing, he went in a 
boiſterous quarrelſome Manner to the Gen- 


tleman's Houſe, and, being refuſed Ad- 


mittance, he ordered his Servants to pull 


it down. The Family, alarmed at this 


| Proceeding, began to fling Stones, and what- 
ever they could get: One more lucky than 
the reſt, lighting on an old ruſty Fleſh- 


fork, diſcharged it with ſuch Succeſs, that 


he took my Grandfatherin the right. Shoul- 
ow and gave him a Wound that in eleven 


lt: ED Days 
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Days carried him off, in Spite of the Ly- 
on's Heart; and the Culprit was caſed 
like a Rabbit for his Service. My Grand- 


father on his Death- bed (notwithſtanding 
the ill Blood that ſubſiſted between them) 
demiſed my Grandmother to his younger 


Brother, who received Her principally 


through the Choice and Conſent of my 
Couſins, and not in Right of his Brother's 
Will. Since the coming of the French- 


man, the poor Woman was obliged to 


take up with whatever Husband her laſt 


Lord thought proper to appoint, and he, 
for the moſt Part, governed her Family 


without Controul ; but now my Couſins 
and the other Servants took Heart of 
Grace, and began to look upon it as a great 
Hardſhip, they ſhould -be commanded by 
the Caprice of every frolickſome Fellow the 
laſt Husband thought fit to Aſſign. How 
frail: and uncertain are all human Coun— 
cils ! The upper Servants, who would now 
be called Gentlemen, having got many 
Servants of their own, quarreling with 


ſome Journeymen of the old Doctor's, my 


Grandlather's Chaplains took their Part, 
and the Quarrel became general. My 
Grandfather however, taking Advantage 
of this Confuſion, ſet up the Trade of 


picking Pockets with as great Earneſtneſs 


as any of his Predeceſſors; and Laity 
a ws 7 _ 
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and Clergy, without Diſtinction, felt the 
damned Effects of his Ingenuity, Their 


Complaints were firſt heard in Gramblings, 


ſoon after in Clamoutrs, and, by and by, in 
open Violence, Upon this he told them, 


he did not care a Fart for any Thing they 


could do, and he would ſend his Seryants 
to kick them all to the Devil, if they were 
not quiet; but, not terrified at theſe Me- 


naces, he gocs . out with a Crowd of his 


Livery-men at his Back, threatning what 
he would do. But his Servants would not 


{trike one Blow, as they themſelyes might 


have the ſame Complaints to make. M 


Grandfather, finding himſelf now deſerted, 


was obliged to down upon his Knees in 
the Middle of the Field, and ſwear a great 


Oath, that he would never deſire to take 


by ſecret Fraud, or open Violence, one 
Penny without their Conſent ; and alſo 
gave them a penal Bond for his Perfor- 
mance, 1 ; = 
Ragout. who never did, nor never will, 
wiſh my Grandmother and her Affairs well, 


now ſpirits up his Neptiew to demand m 


Grandmother ; and a terrible Scuffle en- 
ſaed. At laſt my Grandfather caught 
the Youngſter, and put him in a ſtrong 


Cage, where, in Obedience to his Com- 


mands, 'tis ſaid he died. This Fact brought 
ſo much the Odium of his Tenents on the 
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other Side of the Water upon him, that 
' Ragout found it no great Difficulty to 
ſtrip him of all his Goods and Heredita- 
ments on that Side ; nay, he took our 
Cyder-Garden, after it had been Three 
Hundred *Years in our Poſleſſion : And 
ſuch was the Weakneſs of this Man, that 
my Couſins from the North would not 
have left him a Bed to lay upon, if his 
own Family had not taken up Arms, 
more out of Love to Liberty and Piety to 
our dear Grandmother, than Reſpect to 
him, Notwithſtanding, ſuch a quarrel-— 
ſome Son of a Bitch was this, that, as 
ſoon as he had nothing to fear from his 
Neighbours ; he was intolerably trouble- 


ſome and arrogant in the Family, and 


would ſwear, that they had no Right to 
confine him, in his own Houſe, from do- 
ing what he pleaſed ; and inſiſted, he had 
as good a Right to cut a Throat or pick 
a Pocket, as any of his Predeceſſors. Up- 
on which the People unanimouſly entered 
Judgment, and took out Execution againſt 
him; and ſent for one Lewis, a very able 
French Conſtable to arreſt him. Lewis 
chaced him about, and purſued him ſo 
_ cloſely, that he certainly would have fallen 
into his Hands, if he had not very civilly 
died; as if he thought he could make his 
| Eſcape ſure by no other Means, leaving 


my 
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my Grandmother to his Son, whoſe tender 

Age, more than his Father's Merits, plead- 

for him. = | 
A very honeſt Gentleman of Pembrole- 

ſbire being appointed Tutor, and Steward 


of the Family, during his Minority, as 


this young Gentleman was bred in all the 
Follies and Vanitics of an Heir, he was 
very much addicted to Pleaſure: Whether 
he had an Italian Taſte or no, God knows, 
but the old Doctor ſent him Three Hun- 
dred of his Emiſſaries at one Time, who 
finding ſo acceptable a Reception, he took 
Care to increaſe their Number to ſuch a 

Degree, that, at one Time, they monopo- 
lized abſolutely one Half of his Eſtate ; 
at which my Couſins, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, took ſuch Offence, that, with 
one Conſent, they inſiſted they ſhould be 
all turned out of Doors; adding, that, if 
they muſt maintain Idlers, they had 
enough of them at Home; beſides the 
young Gentleman was perpetually laying 


Schemes, and contriving how to get Mo- 


ney to gratify- his Pleaſures, Theſe Things 
you may imagine gave my Couſins a good 
deal of Uneaſineſs; who ſolemnly de- 
clared that they would neither give, nor 
lead, Money, for ſuch idle Purpoſes: This 
made a ſad Piece of Work between my 
Grandfather and the whole Family. One 

Day 
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Day after Dinner, the Diſpute aroſe ſo i 


high, that a Quarrel enſued, in which my 


| Grandfather and his Friends had the worſt 
of it; and he was confined to his Chamber, 


Soon after his Son, who (as the ſaying is) 


was a very promiſing Youth, gathering 


ing all thoſe who detained him, he en- 


larged his Father. In ſome Time a Reconci- 
| lation was brought about between him 


and my Couſins, upon renewing the Bond 


| ſome Friends, broke open the Door, kick- 


which his Father had perfected before; a | 
ſtrong Argument that it was not ſo much I 
a Love of Diſobedience, which ſome have 


falſly inſinuated, as Diſlike of Meaſures, 
which ever inſtigated my Coulins to ſuch 


violent Steps. Beſides this, there was ano- 


ther Reaſon for theſe Miſunderſtandings 


my Granmother had, through a good-na- 


tur'd Condeſcention, Time immemorial, 
permitted her Husbands to keep one Con- 
cubine, and no more, ata Time; for which 
Cuſtom they had alſo the Conjuror' s Ap- 
probation. The Perſon he made Choice 
of for this Purpoſe, was of a mean beg- 
gerly Family : On this Account the Houſe 


was always crowded with a Pack of poor 


louſy Devils, her Couſins, who either beg- 
ged or filtch d every thing thing they could 


lay their Hands on. 


When 


4 
When the old Man died, his Son was 


on the old Scheme of Sara en- curing ; and, 
tho' it was an whole Year before his Re- 


turn, my Grandmother waited patient! 


for him. The firſt remarkable Step he 
took, was to receive my Grandmother's 


ancient Progeny (which her Northern 


Hushands had driven into the IG into 
her Family again. 

| Soon after an almoſt irreconcilable Quar- 
rel broke out between us and my Couſins 


in the North, which not only kept his 


Hands full for the reſt of his Life, but 
alſo entail'd it upon his Succeſſors for near 
Three Hundred Years. The Occaſion of 


this Quarrel was, my Aunt's laſt Huſ- 


band dying without Iſſue, ſhe had many 


Suitors, who having all got their Anſwers, | 


but two, they frequently quarell'd about 
their Right to her Aﬀections: My Grand- 


father, that he might make this Matter 


turn out to his Advantage, ſending pri- 
vately to one, he promiſed his Aſſiſtance 
and Intereſt, to procure my Aunt condi- 
tionally: He would always ſubſcribe him- 
jelf, his moſt humble Servant; to which 


he was generouſly anſwer'd, that he had 
too great a Reſpect for the Lady and her 


Children, to adyance his Honour by their 
Fall. But the other Hangman was not 


o difintereſted, and my Aunt's Pride was 


obliged 
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obliged to ſabriit to a Marriage againſt 
her Inclination. Howewer, this Agree- 
ment, as it was diſhonourably entered in- 
to, could not ſubſiſt long. | 

EF My Grandfather treated his Couſin a 
little too cavalierly at his Houſe, on a 
frivolous Complaint made by one of his 


|  Tenents. Upon his Return Home, he 


told my Aunt of the Indignity offer d to 
him, and confeſſed the ſcandalous Conceſ- 
ſions he had made to procure her. Nothing 
could provoke my Aunt or her Children 
more, than to find themſelves deluded into 
a Dependance; particularly a ſhameful one, 
My Grandfather, who never ſuffered him- 

ſelf b be ſurpriz'd, hearing of theſe Pro- 
ceedings, immediately poſts to the North, 
with a vaſt Retinue of very unlucky Fel- 
los: Meeting with my Uncle, he kick ' d 
and box'd him about unmercifully; and 
ſhortly afterwards ſent him Home as a 
Raree-ſhew. My Aunt and her Children 
were ſo frighten'd at this Shock, that all 
took their Oaths, to become his Tenents 
and Servants. However, my Granfather 
was ſcarcely ſettled at Home, but there 
appear'd an upſtart troubleſome Fellow, 
who declaimed ſo londly againſt the op- 
preſſive Conduct of my Grandmother and 
her Children, that he ſoon got about him 

a Number of Raggamuffins, ſufficient to 
| „ 


( 33 ) 
expel all' my Grandfather's Stewards and 
Servants out of the Country. This fill'd 


him with ſo much Indignation, that he re- 
turn'd one Morning, and cut Forty Thou- 
ſand of their Throats; which ſo intimi- 


dated the reſt, that they again renewed 
their Obligation. | 

But the ſame Man who * to re- 
ceive my Aunt on diſhonourable Terms, 
now inſinuates himſelf with her and her 


Children, perſuading them they had pro- 


perly neither Husband nor Maſter. By 


ſuch Artifices, deluding a Kind of Conſent, 


he mounted the Marriage- Bed, and imme- 
diately renewed the Quarrel, Which was 


carried on with varions Succeſs; till at 


laſt, my Grandfather dying in the North, 


be ſet upon his People while their Concern 
and Grief were yet recent, and gave them 


ſuch a Drubbing, that every Man who 
eſcaped, talked of it as a Victory. How- 


ever, he left a Son, from whoſe Valour 


my Couſins promiſed themſclyes a; great 
deal, but how were they diſappointed when 
Thirty Thouſand. of theſe North-Country 
Fellows. flogged an Hundred Thouſand of 


my Coukins, and ſpread ſo general a Con- 
ſternation, that, for the firſt Time, my 


Couſins ſhew'd the Colour of their Cloaths 
behind; beſides he had more ſenſible Evils 


to contend with at Home, There was an 
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artful Sycophant Fellow, who had ,emerg'd 


from the Scum of the People, got a little 
_ acquainted with my Grandfather, and then 


into his Confidence; and, by and by, to 


ſuch an Height was his Inflaence grown, 


that the unhappy Man could not be per- 

ſuaded, that he cither heard, faw, felt, or 
conceived, any one thing, unleſs this Fa- 
vourite had aſfured him of it's Truth. 
This Fellow's Intolence grew ſo intolerable 

ro my Grandmother, that ſhe complained 
to all As Children in an affecting Manner, 
that this Man had alienated the Aﬀections 
of her Husband from her, that he go- 

vern'd, directed, and diſpos'd of every thing 
in her Family; that ſhe acknowledg'd ſhe 


had an Hausband indeed, but that ſhe re- 


ceiy'd no other Benefits or Offices from him, 
but the Diſhonour of carrying his Name. 
My Couſins were not inſenſible to the 


Juſtice of her Complaint, for every one of 


them had, one Time or other, received 
ſome Indignity from him. Upon this they 
wrote my Granfather a very ſubmiſſive 
Letter, intreating him'to remove him, as a 


Man that brought Diſhonour upon his Fa- 


mily, and gave Offence in general to all the 
People. My Grandfather, a little alarm'd 
at this Remonſtrance, to pacify my Couſins, 

made a Kind of evaſive Removal, by ap- 


pointing him Maſter and Steward of the 


Pota toe- 
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Potatoe-Garden in the Weſt, which, about 


this Time, began to grow pretty conſider- 
able. Tho' this was a lucrative Place, and 


ſuch a one as might gratify the Ambition 


of any Body elſe, yet ſuch was the Anxiety 
of the Favourite, as well as of my Grand- 
father, that neither the one nor the other 


could be at Eaſe unleſs they were to meet 
again, My Grandfather, like a filly Block- 


head, recalls him: and, in Spite of the 
Prayers, Grumblings, Threats and Impor- 
tunities, of my Grandmother and his beſt 
Friends, he encourag'd this Fellow, or at 
leaft countenanc'd him, to lord it over 
every body indiſcriminately. At laſt, my 
Couſins finding no other Meaſures would 


do, they had Recourfe to the worſt of all 


others, Violence: The Author of their 
Diſquietudes ſoon fell into their Hands; 
and a few Ounces of cold Iron, properly 
adminiſter'd, ſoon nee his Head from 
his Shoulders. 
This Diſobedience gave my Grandfather 
a good deal of Concern; but, the Cauſe 
being removed, the Effect ceaſed : Every 
Man of them, upon the Death of this Gaſ- 
con, returned to their Obedience; and he 
ſaw himſelf again the Maſter of his Fa- 
mily. But a new Favourite ſtarted up, as 
if this poor Man was to be undone by his 
Aeon. My Grandmother, Couſins, and 
"4 | his 
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(36) 
his very Concubine, all clamoured now; 
and my unhappy Grandfather was ſoon 
made a Priſoner, and ſent to an old waſte 
Houſe at a diſtant Corner of the Eſtate, 
where, by the Advice of his Concubine, a 
£ Subpoſitor of hot Iron was given to him, 
by which he miſerably died. | | 

Here 'it is worth remarking, by what 
different Motives my Couſins and this 
Woman were aQtuated. Their Deſigns 
were ſo far from aiming at his Life, or in- 
| tending to ſtrip him of his Eſtate, that 
their principal View. was, to preſerve his 
Honour and ſecure his Eftate from the Ava- 
rice and Rapine of Scoundrels ; but thoſe 
of the Concubine were founded on an odi- 
ous Proſpect of ſatisfying her licentious 
Appetites with Impunity. 

When my Grandfather died, he deraifed | 


bis Wife, half-naked and ſtarved, to his 


Son, a well-looking Stripling, whom his 
Mother inſiſted ſhe would conduct, ſaying 
he was not able yet to keep out of the 
Fire; to which my Couſins readily ſub- 
mitted, not ſuſpecting her late Pranks. 
Tho Men are generally the laſt who either 
know, or fee into, the Diſhonour of their 
own Family, yet the Younker had either 
Penetration enough to ſee clearly into his 
| Mother's ſcandalous Carriage, or he had 
ſome Friend Ae 3 to advertiſe 

| him 
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him of her Infamy, which ſo rouſed the 
| young Gentleman, who had naturally Spi- 
| Tits enough, he ordered Matters fo. well 
that they were ſoon after ſurprized, like 
Mart and Venus together. This Action 
made a conſiderable Noiſe, and my Couſins, 
in fall Aﬀembly, unanimouſly voted, that 
he might undertake the Government of the 


Family, that the Pandour ſhould be ad- 


vanced to Tyburn, and the Lady obliged 
" e Pray) and cat Barley. Bread in a Cloiſ- 

Such vehement Lovers of Juſtice are 
a Couſins, that their Impatience won't 
ſuffer them to permit the Laws to operate 


| regularly when the Crime is flagrant, and 


therefore the poor Raſcal was hung up 
without formal Tryal or Sentence. 
As ſoon as this was done, he applies 


himſelf toward quieting my Couſins in the 


North; and, what was moſt acceptable at 
Home, he reformed the Family, and made 
good and wholeſome Rules to prevent any 


one from breaking in upon the Province 


of another; beſides he repreſented to them, 
that it was for their Honours he ſhould live 
like a Gentleman. I promiſe you, quoth he, 


that 1 will never privately pick your Pock- 


ets, nor attempt prevailing upon ſome to 
aſſiſt me in diſtreſſing the others: No, Gen- 
tlemen; if I take A —_— [ wills givea Pound, 

and 


3. 


„ 
and convert your Nine Pence into a Noble: 
In ſhort, I will encourage your Trade. 
When he had thus ſettled Matters at 
Home, he began to think it incumbent 
upon him to re-unite- all our ancient Poſ- 
ſeſſions on the other Side of the Water; 
which Ragout had forcibly acquired, or 
fraudulently obtained: Beſides, he thought 
his Title was very juſt to all 2 had, 
as his Mother was his only aughter, 
Upon which, marching into Ragoit's Coun- 
try, with a Parcel of very honeſt Fellows, 
on whoſe Hearts and Swords, more than 
Numbers, he depended, he carried Fire and 
Tow wheree ver he came. Ragoit, who 
had all this Time laid cloſe, thinking he Þ 
| 5 | would have catch'd him in a Trap, come | 
1 ſuddenly with Sixty Thouſand ill- looking 
| Fellows upon my poor Grandfather. How- 
ever, the treated Man and Horſe ſo well, 
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. that one half of them could not find their 
wr. Way back. After this, Ragout, thinking to] 
"-- entrap the Lyon's black W help, catch'd a 


5 
AS 


Tartar; for the young Spark and his Com: 
panions, lying conceal'd in a Wood, fo 
pepper'd the Horſe, that, running back, 

1 they threw one another into Confuſion; : 
1 which gave him an Opportunity to play ; 
= the Devil with them, and Ragoit himſelf 
was taken Priſoner; and my Aunt's Hus- 
band in the North underwent the ſame 

Fate 


(39) 
Fate at Home, by attempting to draw 
our Attention from the Affairs of Ragout. 

While the Glory of my Grandfather was 
carried to ſuch an Height abroad, his bra ve 
Son died ſuddenly; ; and with him, one 
would imagine, expired the Genius of my 
Grandfather's good Fortune, Poor Man! 


He ſoon broke his Heart; and my Grand- 


mother's Affairs declined. viſibly, for ſhe 
became now Wife to a Boy Eleven Years 
old. Things were then execrably managed 
both at home and abroad, and the Devil 
knows what was levied, and was as idly 
expended in References and Meetings at 


Alehouſes and Taverns with our Neigh- 


bour. 

Whilſt Things were thus order'd, an 
Event happen'd which threw the whole 
Family into a terrible Conſternation. There 


was an odd Dog, a Bricklayer, and an 
idle Jack-ſtraw of a Fellow took it in 
their Heads forſooth, that it was diſrepu- 


table for them, that any body ſhould be 


more Gentlemen than themſelves and their 


Companions, and that my Grandmother 
ſhould not have an Husband or Servant 
that wore a better Coat than they did, 


Theſe Fellows gathering an incredible Num- 


ber of Raggamuffins by their Doctrines, 
went directly to my Grandfather's Door, 
under Pretence of demanding Juſtice againſt 

. | ſome 


don'd to the Robberies and Plunder of 
Aunt's Potatoe-Garden, (the People being 
promiſed my Couſins, that, if they would 


they deſir'd it, and ſign any Bond they 
could conttive. Matters being thus agreed 


V 

ſome of the Servants for Misbehavioar in 
their Office, they. were too formidable a 
Body to be refuſed a Conference; in which 
one of their Ringleaders treating my Grand- 
father a little too familiarly, a Gentleman, 
Head of a Society, not. greatly celebrated 
for Acts of Heroiſm, ſtabb'd the Raſcal to 
the Heart; and with his, fled the Soul of 
the Infurre&ion. 

This Bruſh being over, the young Gul 
tleman forgot himſelf again by little and 
little, cutting the Throats of ſome, and 
baniſhing others, who oppoſed his Frolics, 
He at laſt cancell'd the Bond which his 
Predeceffors had given, and which he him- 
{elf had renewed, for the Security of their 
Perſons and Property. Then was my poor 
Grandmother and her whole Family aban- 


every Rook he thought fit to ſavour; but 
while he made a Journey towards my 


not a little out of Humour) one of his 
Nephews, returning from Tranſportation, 


engage my Grandmother to procure a Di- 
vorce from her preſent Husband, and ac- 
cept of him as his Succeſſor, he would 
{wear a Horſe to be a mill'd Shilling if 


upon, 


ey 


on, 
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upon, the poor Devil. on his Return, found 
a fail in his own Houfe, where he 100n 
after died, much to the Congzrn, tho” not 
at all to the Loſs, of my Couſins; for no- 
thing's more cuſtomary i in our Family, than 
firſt to ruin a Man, and then pity him. 

Whether my Conſins grew  infolent at 
finding themſelves able to oblige my Grand- 
mother to marry whom they pleaſed, I 
know not; but, if this was the Motive 
which induced them to uſe this poor Gen- 
tleman ill, it was a very mean one, for 
they kept him in hot Water the moſt Part 
of his Life; ſometimes pretending he re- 
garded not his Bond, nor kept his Mar- 


riage Contract; and, again, that he ſhew'd 
an unreaſbnable Partidlity to all the Chap- 


lains, and their Journeymen. But he was 
a Man of Prudence, and always kept 
enough of my Couſins fo much his Friends, 

as to baffle the malevolent Intentions of 
the reſt, My Couſins in the North took 
ſeveral Opportunities to gratify their old 
Spleen, during their Diſcontents: They 
got little elſe for their Pains but dry Blows; 

and Ragoit, growing ſaucy for the ſame 
Reafon, affronted him frequently ; but he 
prudenitly avoided quarelling, and defeated 
Nagolit's Intentions with his own very 
Weapons: Letters, References, and Com- 
promiſes, finiſhed all their Bickerings, and 


F he 


| (42) | 
he died in a good old Age, in my Grandmo- | 
ther's Houſe, deſerving a better Character 
than the Tranſcribers of old News-Papers 
give him. 1 

He left a Son behind him, whom my 
Grandmother married immediately, valiant, 
wiſe, and pious, according to the Religion 
which was in Faſhion in thoſe Days. He 
ſoon ſound my Couſins would be employ'd, 
therefore thought Ragoitr's Family could 
adminifter the fitteſt Matter to exerciſe 
their Talents; but, that he might do 


Things in Form, he firſt ſent a very civil 
Meſſage to Ragoir, Indeed that he had no 


Right to his Houſe or Garden, to his Wife 
or Children, or to the very Coat upon his 


Back, or, in ſhort, to any thing elſe he 


poſſeſs'd; and that, if he did not acknow- 
ledge this to be true, and give them up, 
he would come, and very decently cut his 


Wind-Pipe for him. 


Ragoit and his Family received this 
Meſſage like a Doſe of Jallup; upon 
which my Grandfather goes into Ragout's 
ſtate, burning and deſtroying more than 
Sampſon's Foxes: But my Gentleman by 
and by had like to be caught napping; for 
in a large Field, he meets half the People 
of Ragoit's Houſe: A damnable Scnffle 
enſued ; and my Couſins, in Spite of all 
the Beef and Plumb-Pudding they had 

| | caten, 


(43) | 
eaten, would have been very well flogged, 
had not my Grandfather been there, to 


animate them by his Preſence, and encou- 


rage them by his Example. In thort, after 
a ſevere Trial of Skill on both Sides, Ra- 
gollt was almoſt undone, and my Grandfa- 
ther march'd triumphantly whereever he 
pleaſed, though with fore Bones; and my 
Couſins at Home did all his Bills Honour, 
tho' they never expected the Value of a 
crack'd Bottle Benefit by Ragout, or any 
thing elſe in his Neighbourhood. And here 
I can't help obſerving, that my Couſins, 
thro' the whole Courſe of my Grandmother's 
Hiſtory, never failed in their Duty; but 
when my Grandfathers themſelves were 
cither Fools or Scoundrels, or were weak 
enough to proſtitute my. Grandmother to 
ſuch, then they ever found in my Couſins, 
a People who would neither ſerve the 
mean Purpoſes of the one, nor the villain- 
ous Views of the other. Es 
But how tranſitory is all human Glory! 
My Grandfather who was now become 
the Protector of Ragoit's Houſe and Fa- 
mily, was taken ſhort, and tumbled over 
like a Nine-Pin; (and Johnny Falſtaff 
cried | bitterly) and my Grandmother be- 
came a diſconſolate Widow in a Trice, 
having left her to a Voungſter, but eight 
Months old. = 
T4 My 


(44) 
My Couſins, with their uſual Prudence, 


made Choice of two Gentlemen, as Guar- 
dians for my Grandfather and his Affairs; 


the one of Bedfordſbire, ſober, wile, and 
active; the other of Glouceſterſhire, proud, 
ſenſible, and cautious, Under two ſuch 
Governors, it was preſum'd, Matters would 
be carried on ſwimmingly, as they were 
both popular, neither were ſuſpected: The 
Care of Ragolt's Widow was conferr'd on 


Bedford, and my Grandfather was en- 


truſted to Glouceſter. 


Matters being thus ſettled, Things went 
on very well for tome Time: But not- 
withſtanding the prudent Conduct of Bed. 


ford, Madamoiſelle Ragoit's Family began 


to grow very uncaſy, inſiſting, that my 


Grandmother's Stewards and Servants were 


a Pack of impudent Fellows, and that, if 
their Mother muſt have a Husband, ſome 
one of their own Family was more ſuit- 


able, who would not act his Part by Proxy: 


Maay were of this Opinion, and as man 
for maintaining my Grandfather's Right. 
Lou may imagine Matters did not long 
continue in this Poſture: 'This, and the 
Oppoſition of Sentiments, created Jea- 


louſies, which ſoon broke out in an open 


Quarrel. Ragoiir” s Children found out the 
Son of their late Father, and, without 
Seren or Ceremony, married him to their 


| Mother: ; 


(45) 
Mother; while Bedford maintain'd the 
Right of 
of a truſty Steward. 

Ragolit, with all the 1 1 and Hcat 
of the young and ambitious, endeavour'd, 
by attempting even deſperate Things, to 


ſupport the Choice of his Couſins. Bed- 


ford was always viQorious, Ragout never; 


and the Affairs of this honourable Houſe 
were on the Point of ſubmitting to the 


Fortune of my Grandfather, when there 
comes a ſtrapping great Wench from a 
Village i in the Country, who clapping Ra- 
galt on the Back, ſays, © Courage, Man; 


„by Jingo 1 will do for you. If you don't 


believe me, ask the Chaplains.” 
Whether Ragoitt looked upon his Af- 
fairs as deſperate, or whether he really be- 


lieved the Huſſy, I know not; but, af- 


feting to give her Credit, ſhe put on a 
ſwinging great Sword, and away ſhe went, 
fighting, cutting to Pieces, and playing 
the Devil whereever ſhe came. This Vir- 
ago ſtruck a Terror into my Couſins, and 
{> animated Ragoiit's Party, that one might 
have imagined, they changed Souls: Every 
thing ſucceeded with them, nothing with 
as. At laſt my Heroine was catch'd; and, 
whether Saint or Devil, my Couſins tried 
how ſhe lik'd burning. 


his Ward, with all the Vigilance 
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gout ; and my Couſins began to find fo 


_ Fellows, who made a ſtrange Pother about 


from, nor of what Stock he was, provided 


r 
After the Death of this Girl, the Quit. 
rel was carried on with as much Fury as 


ever, my Aunt in the North aſſiſting Ra- 


much Buſineſs at Home, that they were 
not able to keep what they | had got abroad; 

and Ragout recovered every thing but two 
or three little Farms. The Reaſon of this 
Misfortune was, my Couſins now, to their 
Shame, had engaged themſelves, every 
one, in the Altercations of a Couple of 


who was the beſt Gentleman, or who was 
beſt entitled to. ſucceed to my Grandmo- 
ther's Bed. But how were my Couſins at 
this Period degenerated! This is one of 
the firſt fatal Inſtances of their Corruption: 
Heretofore their Concern was not who go- 
verned the Houſe and Family, but how it 
was govern'd; no Matter where he came 


he did Juſtice: But now you ſee them all 
unhappily engaged in a Quarrel about a 
Pack, to whole Virtues or Vices they were 
abſolute Strangers, and who did not care 
if they were all hang'd, if y could make 
any thing by it. 

The Confuſion which this idle Quarrel 
madc in the Family, is unſpeakable: The 
Deſcendant of the elder Brother, who, by 
way of Diſtinction, called himſelf the Pro- 


Sen) 
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geny of Eboracho, raiſed ſuch a Commo- 
tion in the Family againft his Couſin, who 
was of the Tribe of Gantio, and, as be- 
fore was obſerved, ſo many took Part 


with each of them, and Animoſities grew 


ſo high, that a Man could ſcarcely turn 
himſelf any where, bat he might ſee ſome 
of the Family complaining of broken Legs, 
broken Bones, or black Eyes; nay, fo 


much had the quarelling Devil poſſeſſed 
them, that if a Man ſpoke even under the 
| Role, he was preſently knock'd down, if 


he did not fignify it's Colour. At laſt the 
Progeny of Eboracho became triumphant, 


and aſcended my Grandmother's Bed thro' 


the Blood and Slaughter of my Grandfa- 
ther, and of ſo many Thouſands beſides, 
that our Houſe was almoſt deſolate. 

This Quarrel was a good deal ſomented 
by one Warrachins, who was the moſt 
dextrous Gameſter that Age produced, and 
the Party he ſided with was always in 
Luck; but this Man being taken off, after 
firſt ſiding with one, and then with the 


other, the Quarrel for ſome Time ſubſided, 


and the Son of Eboracho was left without 
a Rival. My Couſins, in a full Aſſembly 
of the upper Servants, Chaplains, and 
Farmers, purſucd their old ſalutary Max- 
im, of eſpouſing the Intereſt of the ſtrong- 
eſt; and unanimouſly recommended him, 

as 
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| „ 
as a Husband to my e at the 
Time ſhe would have received not onl 
him, but any other Perſon, being heartily 
tired with the thirty eight Vears Folly and 
Impotence of her former Husband. | 
His firſt Care was to make the [/atiay 
Doctor's Chaplains all his Friends, by al- 
lowing them the hopeſul Privilege, of 
judging for one another in civil and crimi- 
nal Caſes. He was, on all Occaſions, par- 
ticularly civil to the Ladies; and ſome me- 
morable Footſteps of his Gallantry are 
ſtill extant among us; which his Concu- 
bine always affecting to overlook, my 
_ Grandfather allowed her the Privilege of 
doing almoſt whatever ſhe pleaſed, pro- 
vided ſhe. meddled not with bis private 
Concerns: And he, who was but juſt now 
the braveſt in the Field, and the ableſt in 
the Cabinet, you ſee degenerated into the 
| bowing Fool ef a drawing Room. She 
was proud, factious, and revengeſul, and 
this was all ſhe wanted to gratify her dar- 
ling Paſſions: Madam proſecuted her Plan 
to fo good Purpoſe, that ſhe laid the Foun- 
dation for the Ruin of herſelf and Family. 
She had, by Degrees, brought her own 
Creatures into all the beft Services about 
the Houle, and thruſt out all the good old 
| honeſt Domeſticks, Theſe Tricks, you may 
be ſure, brought upon her the Diflike of 
many ; 


„ 
many; but ſhe did not care a Straw for 
what any one ſaid or did, as long as ſhe 
had my Grandfather's Countenance, and a 
Probability of bringing her Scheme to bear, 
which was to rule the Roaſt. 


During the Minority of her Son, after 


my Grandfather's Death, which happen'd 
ſoon after, (ſome fay, he took Pout and 


died, forſooth, becauſe Ragout was cun- 


ninger than he) the Diſtinction between 
the old Seryants and the new, neceſſarily 
kindled another Divifion in the Family, 
which, by and by, grew into an ugly 
Friceau; which my Grandfather's Concu- 
bine heighten'd, by eſpouſing the Intereſt 
of the new Comers. ; 

My Grandfather's Brother, who was 


a very reſtleſs- minded, ambitions Dog, 
watch'd theſe Proceedings attentively; and 


ſo countermined this Lady, that he had 
himſelf appointed Governor to the young 
Gentleman, who was to ſucceed: But this 
was ſetting the Fox to keep the Gooſe, 
for, in leſs than ten Weeks after his Mar- 
 1iage, tis ſaid, he pick'd his Bones for his 
Supper; and, 'tis given out, his Brother 
met the ſame Fate. 

As the beſt of Inſtitutions may be con- 


verted into the worſt Purpoſes, this Man 


found Means to perſuade one of the Chap- 
lains, to traduce the Marriage of his late 
Maſter, as infamous and inceſtuous, and to 

influence 


1 
influence ſome of the common People, on 
this Account, to propoſe this wicked Fel- 
low as a proper Match for my Grandmo- 
ther; which was done in an unaccountable 
Manner, and he accordmgly eſpouſed my 
Granddiothier. However, tc conſiliate the 
Affections of the People, who were not 
half ſatisfied with this Match, he firſt leſ- 
. ſen'd the Rents, and then applied himſelf 
to the inſtituting good and wholſome Laws; 
and gave my Coufins more Liberty in the 
Family: But all this would not do; the 

Door was open to the firſt that knocked, 
A diftant Relation of the Family of Gan- 
tio, who had ſome Years ago ran away for 
Fear of his Neck, now returning, de- 
manded my Grandmother, as his Right, 
which put my Bridegroom's Back up Fight, 
fully; and a vaſt Number, more out of Ha- 
tred to my Grandfather than Love to this 
new Comer, flocked to him: In a ſhort 
Time, he found ſuch a Bar of Caſuiſts 
in Red on his Side, that he thought him- 
ſelf in a Condition to go to Tryal; and 
the Point was laboured, in Behalf of the 
Stranger, ſo ſtrenuouſly, that the Tyrant 
and his Party received Sentence and Exe- 

cution together. 
The Death of this Fellow opening the 
Door of my Grandmother's Bed- chamber, 
he enter'd without any Ceremony; and, 
| during his Life, induſtriouſly evaded giving 
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my Couſins any Account, en what Title 
he founded this Privilege; tho' it appears 
by a Letter, wrote to him by the old Doc- 

tor, who would ftill be meddling, that he 
affected to have it thought by all the 
World, that the Right was in himſelf; 
tho', tis certain, he could derive no other 
Claim, but the Voice of my Couſins, or 
that of his Concubine, who was now the 
laſt. of the unhappy Houſe of Eboracho. 


The Reaſons which induced him to decline 


acknowledging the Favour to be of my 


, Couſins conferring were, that, as he was 


determin'd to be Maſter of his own Houſe, 
my Couſins might complain of Ingratitude, - 
if they met with rigorous Treatment at 
his Hands; and, if he paid any Compli- 
ment to his Concubine and her Right, he 
ſoreſaw the Diſputes that would neceſſarily 
ariſe, from either pretended, or real Clai- 


mants to my Grandmother ; for I belieye 


tis pretty certain, that my Grandmother's 
late Husband had taken off both his Prede- 
deceſſor's Sons, but that the youngeſt eſcap'd 
his Pangs ; and that his Flight was care- 
fully concealed by him and his Succeſſor, 
to ſuppreſs the Murmurs of my Couſins. 
As this wiſe Man had preſaged ſo it 
came to paſs; for an ambitious Prieſt had 
taught his Boy to perſonate the young 
Gentleman ſo — that (after having been 
received by my Aunt in the Weſt, as her 
G 2 Landlord, 


(32) | 


' Landlord, and bred ſuch a Confufion at 


Home, that I can't tell where it would 
have ended, if my Grandfather had not 
caught, and metamorphos'd him into a 
Briſtol Dog) ſoon aſter the real Heir ap- 
peared, whom, to prevent further Diſtur- 
bance, he very decently advanc'd to Tyburn, 
as dead Men want no Benefices 
Sure never was a Family conducted with 
greater Ability of Councils, or Dexterity in 
their Execution than ours: At this Time 
my Grandfather had an uncommon Paſſion 
for Money; and the Steps he took to pro- 
cure it were as new, providentially for us 


the Schemes he laid for our Undoing ; tho' 


they anſwer'd his Purpoſe at that Time, 
afterwards became the glorious Source of all 
our Wealth and Grandeur, Money he muſt 


| haye, and the People muſt be fleeced; but 


how it could be effected without bringing 


an old Houſe on his own Head was the 


Point; The upper. Servants would not 
ſuffer their [nferiors to be oppreſs'd, leſt 
the Evil ſhould come next to their own 
Door. But this Solomon found out an Ex- 


pedient: He perſuaded the upper Servants 


to accept a ſmall yearly Sum of Money 
from the Farmers, inſtead of perſonal Ser- 


vice for their Lands; to which they rea- 


dily conſented, as the Caſn might be uſed 
at any Time, and the Serylce uncertain. 
But how could theſe poor Vaſſals procure 


(5) 


Money to anſwer his Avarice, and thelr 


Maſter's Calls? He opened a free Trade, 
and taught them to go abroad, and try 


their Fortunes, like the younger Brothers 


of Scotſinen: He encouraged Arts, Sci- 
ences, and Manufactures; by which Means 


what he took by Shilling, he repaid in 


Pounds. By this more than maſterly Con- 
duct, he got rid of the formidable Power 
of theſe petulant Gentlemen, and opened 
a Channel for their Bleſſings of Trade, 
Plenty, and Honour, to flow upon every 
Individual that deferved it. Beſides the en- 
riching of his Family, he ſaw another vi- 
ſible Advantage accrue to himſelf, ariſing 
from theſe Proceedings: My Couſins At- 
tention being now taken up about ſome- 


thing elſe, had no Leiſure to meddle with 
any hot-headed Fellow, who ſhould take 


upon him to diſturb the Family. Thus 
the Farmers ſaw themſelves re- inſtated in 
the Condition, from whence they fell by the 
Frenchman's Invaſion, and the Vices of this 
Man conferr'd upon them the Privileges, 
which they had, to no Purpoſe, ſtruggled 
for during the laſt Four Hundred Years. 
Attentive as this Man was to his Affairs 
without Doors, he negleQed nothing at 
Home; for, as ſoon as his Daughter Peg 
was fit to ſave the Expence of Diet, Cloath- 
ing, and Education, he ſent her to emmy, 
my Aunt's Husband in the North; and 
Wet | married 


(4) 
married his Son, Atty, to Kate, the Daughe 
ter of Ferdinand, the Catholic: But he not 
being able to endure a Spaniſh Climate long, 
bid the World and his Bride adieu, before 
he was ſixteen, My frugal Grandfather, to 
| fave farther Expences, beſtows her upon 
young Hopeful, who was then but Twelye; 
having firſt procured an Opinion from the 
old Doctor, in Favour of this Match; and 
aſter living to a good old Age, he died, by 
a ſtrange Accident, a natural Death in hy 
own Houle, 
The Spark who ſaceroded him was an 
odd Fellow, and cuts as new a Figure as 
erhaps may be found in Hiſtory. His 
5 9 during the Life of the elder Bro- 
ther, intended, as ſoon as he was qualified, 
he ſhould be ſent on a Courtſhip to the 
Italian Doctor's Widow: Tho' this Lady 
had been originally bleſſed with all the 
Beauty, Innocence, and Uniformity, which 
divine Providence could beſtow upon her, 
yet ſo miſerably was ſhe now diſguiſed 
— the Lewdaeſs of her laſt Husbands, 
that Patch and Paint, and fantaſtic Deco- 
rations of her Perſon, was all that could 
be diſcovered of this exquiſite Creature. 
The only Accompliſhments neceſſary to 
win her Affections, were a large Stock of 
Hypocriſy, and an immenſe Quantity of 
technical Nonſenſe, with a poor Portion 
of Latin uſed i in Exorciſms and Incan- 
tations, 


1 


tations. 2 was obliged to go to 


School, to inform himſelf of the laſt of 


theſe Requiſites: As for Impudence, which, 


except Ignorance, is the moſt eſſential In- 
gredient to recommend any Gentleman to 
the good Opinion of this unfortunate Lady, 
his Father was ſenſible that might be eaſily 
acquired among the Fraternity. 


Thus educated and thus inſtructed, 


young Hopeful became Candidate to my 
Grandmother's Bed, for which he did not 
languiſh a great while; for, on my Grand- 
father's Death, with the Confent of my 
Couſins, ſhe immediately received him 
to her Arms. He was then a pretty 
young Fellow, as the Phraſe has it: 

He danced gracefully, dreſſed finely, and 
ſang charmingly. Theſe pleaſed the La- 
dies; while he tuck'd up one, and thruſt 
up another, of the Tools, which his Fa- 


ther uſed in picking of Pockets, and plun- 
; dering my Couſins. Above all, he won 
the Hearts of the Italian Doctor and his 


Journeymen, in whoſe Behalf he wrote a 
Book againſt an upſtart Fellow, who had 


the Aſſurance to deſcribe the Doctor's 


Spouſe, as ſhe bloom'd in her Virgin Pu- 
rity; for which he was honoured with a 
pretty Nick- name, of which my Gentle- 
man ſcem'd very proud. ein 

His upper Chaplain, about this Time, 


had got ſuch an Aſcendancy over him, that 


1 n 
— 7 
* W ES. arbor © 


(56) 
my Grandmother and my Couſins began 
to grow jealous; and indeed I don't won- 
der at it, for this ſly Dog had ſo inſinuated 
himſelf with my Grandfather, that he ve- 
rily believed, whatever this Man ſaid or 
did, was his own Act or Deed. He once 
had a private Pique at Ragout; and, would 
you believe it, my Grandfather thought 
himſelf injur'd, and to Loggerheads he goes 
with his Neighbour; and the Chaplain only 
got by the Squabble, before my Grandfa- 
ther fell under his Influence. He imagin'd 
himſelf a very ſmart Fellow, and would 
now and then take upon him to make 
Bargains, but to his, and my Couſins, great 
Expence. He at laſt found that he was 
ſhamefully bit, when he did not take Ad- 
vice, not only by his Spaniſh, but alſo his 
French and German Acquaintance. 
After he had lived with Kate Twenty 
Years ſoberly and lovingly, a religious 
. Maggot now bites my Gentleman, or, at 
leaſt, he pretended ſo; that forſooth it was 
a crying Sin to go between the Sheets, 
where his Brother was before: But I fancy 
my Grandfather was a curſed Liar; and 
the whole Truth of the Matter was, that 
he, being now weary of his Spaniſh Poſ- 
ſeſſions, had a warmer Inclination to a 
Piece of his own native Soil. But, as he 
would do nothing irregularly, he ſent to 
the Doctor, to deſire that his Acquaintance 
EE with 


OP, 

with Kate ſhould, by the Power of his 
Magic, be cancell'd and obliterated from 
ihe Face of Things. At firſt the Doctor 


ſeem'd to comply, as my Grandfather was 
then a dutiful Boy, and had connived at his 
| Journeymen's having play'd every Hocus 

Pocus Trick they lik d in our Family: But 


a great German, with a ſwinging Pair of 


Whiskers, tells the Doctor, hat, if he 


dare meddle or make in the Matter, he 
would come and take off his conjuring Cap, 
and kick him out of his great Chair. Tho 


he affected not to be frighten'd at this 


Menace, yet, influenc'd by it, and the 
upper Chaplain's Inſinuation, he refuſed 


the Matter, 
My. Grandfather, who, till now, was 


one of the meek Lathbs- of the Church, 
curs'd and {wore like a Devil at the Doc- 
tor and his Friends: © How dare the old 
« Sconndrel, quoth he, take this Liberty ? 
© Does not the Raſcal know, that 1 am 


« conſcious of his Tricks? That he pro- 
« ftitutes his own poor Wife, to every Raſ- 
Kcal that is able to pay the Price; and 


that he has neglected and abuſed the 
poor Creature to fuch a Degree, I would 


40 defy any Man to know her: But, by | 


G- d, I will be even with him, for PII 
« take the poor Woman into my own Care; 
« and, between you and I, tho” 1 don't 


© Care a Louſe for her Quiet, as far as in 
| H 4 my 


| 
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my Power, ſhe ſhall be releaſed from the 
« arbitrary Government and ſcandalous 
“ Proſtitution of this mercenary Villain.” 
Then calling for his Chaplain in a Fury, 
| „Get out of my Houſe, quoth he, thou 
„ old Sycophant Rogue: Is it not to your 
e deluſive Tricks and prieſtly Deceits, that 
I now labour under theſe Diſappoint- 
© ments: I will convince both you and 
your old doating Maſter, that I regard 
« neither the one nor the other of you a 
<« Pin's Point, Let me ſee your Face no 
© more in this Houſe; and, for your Maſ- 
ter, I dread him, and the Roaring of his 
* Bulls, fo little, that T am determin'd to 
turn every Man out of Doors, that even 
e dares dream he has any Authority here. 
© IT am aſtoniſh'd at the Inſenſibility and 
« Meanneſs of my Progenitors, who ſuf- 
© fer'd theſe Vermin to infeſt our Family 
* with Impunity fo long, in Defiance of 
“ Morality, the Affront of Reaſon, and 
« the Bluſh of Virtue.” Then conyening 
his upper Servants and Farmers, he com- 
plain'd very artfully of the Tyranny and 
Impudence of the old Doctor and his Ad- 
herents. © Is it not too much, ſays he, 
for theſe Prigs to domineer over our 
« Conſciences fo long: But, would you 
te believe it, they now ſwear, that they 
are the Sovereigns of our Will, Liberty, 
=_ -- d and Property. I am well informed, that, 
01 . IS — anciently, 
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* anciently, neither my Wife, nor any of 


4 her Family, ever ſtoop'd to call any 
« Man without Doors Maſter; and ſhall 


« we be more degenerate than they? Had 


e they not Hearts? Yes; ſo have we: Be- 
e ſides, I can't but think, we are Pimps 


« in ſome Sort to theſe Fellows, ſo long 


« as we ſuffer ſuch luſty L-ch-rs, with vaſt 
_ « Appointments, to keep publick Bawdy- 
« Houſes almoſt in every Pariſh. I think 


« ſach immenſe Wealth would be better 
&« diſpoſed of among the deſerving Part of 
« our own Family; and let theſe idle 
„ Drones go a begging as was their pri- 


* mitive Inſtitution.” 


Religion, Novelty, or Avarice, or per- 
haps all three, influenced the Aſſembly ſo 
much, that every Man unanimouſly agreed, 
that what my Grandfather adyanced was 
reaſonable and fair; and that he was a 
Knave in his Heart, and deſerved hanging, 
who ſhould hereafter deny him to be the 


abſolute Maſter of our Family; nay, that 


he had the very Privilege to direct and in- 


ſtruct our Conſciences, in what Manner we 


ſhould believe even the Lord's Prayer and 

the ten Commandments, _ A 
Here we fee a Pack of Fellows give for 

an old Song, in an Inftant, all that their 


Fathers had been acquiring for Ages. Upon 
which off my Gentleman flings the Mask, 
and diſcoyered one of the yerieſt Wolves 


4. = that 


6⁰ j 
Ke ever. wore n Coat: Prieſts; 
Prelates, Men, Women, Widows, and Wives, 
fell indifcriminatcly before him; Mau in 
his Ire, and Woman in his Laſt : His 
upper Cha haplyig: was frighten'd to Death at 
the very Thought of ſecing him again. By 
and by he makes me, the great Chancellor, 
and another of the Chaplains, the Head 
Thorter, for not acknowledging, that all 
he. aid was Goſpel. 
There was {till in the Family a Chaplain 
left, who was a Man of Learning, and, I 
believe, an honeſt Man, if his Comardice 
had not prevailed over his natural Diſpoſi- 
1 tion. This Man was now all in all with my 
. Grandſather, and very convenient he 4 
We. - for if at any Time he had a Mind to get rid 
| FW of his Concubines, his Reverence had but 
| 1 0 | the Wink, and the Matter was done. Di- 
| | If yorces, Annihilationof Contract, and taking | 
1; off Heads, were treated as meer Trifles in 
WH : .. theſe Days, and, what was worſt of all, he 
ER managed , his Cards ſo artfully, that my Cou- 
| 5 ſins were ever made the Inſtruments of exe- 
ot cuting his Purpoſes. Thus he liv'd in a Paſ- 
ſion with his Pawily, and they, perpetually. 
afraid of him, for ſeven and thirty Years; - 
and then died with the Conſent of every 
body about bim, deſerving this Character, 
that be never , puniſh ice or rewarded 
Virtue, unleſs it gratified ſome favourite 
"ſos | 
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